Town of Corning
Special Meeting
January 22, 2020 7:00 PM
20 S. Maple Street
Corning, NY  14830

Supervisor Feehan called the meeting to order.

Roll call as follows:
Supervisor Kim Feehan						Mayor Jim Thomas
Councilwoman Jen Mullen					Trustee Jamie Cooney
Councilman Mike Morrongiello					Trustee Lorrain Diaz
Councilman Stuart Sammis					Engineer Mike O’Connell
Councilman Mike Brenning					Advisor Chuck Bastian

Others Present:
Teri Radke, Attorney Ron Yorio, Attorney John Ryan, Water Superintendent Ken Fields, many residents from South Corning as well as from the Pinewood Water District.

Supervisor Feehan began by explaining the reason for the meeting was to discuss the water contract put forth by the Village and to inform the public of the upcoming increase on water bills due to the increase of the contract.  Councilwoman Mullen made the motion to approve the discussion with Councilman Sammis seconding.  All were in favor, the motion carried.

Mayor Thomas asked that all questions be forwarded to Mr. O’Connell as he is the engineer for the project.  He also wished to explain that the $16.00 per month increase amount stated on the contract was his error, should have read per EDU.  He also said there will be plans available at the Village office for those wishing to look them over.  

The Town Board members are concerned as the Pinewood residents aren’t benefitting from all of the upgrades but will have to bear the cost of all.  They would rather the brunt cost of the project stay with the Village residents and the Pinewood residents pay for a fraction of the cost.

Supervisor Feehan stated again and again the sticking point is that the word debt is on the water bill and in the contract.  The Town is bound by law to place that fee on the taxes because of the wording.   She is also concerned that the timing of this contract is also a problem as the increase wasn’t budgeted for.  Budgets are due in late fall and this contract was received well after that.  Another concern is  when the City of Corning upgrades their system, the cost will be forwarded on to the Village as well as the Pinewood residents.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Thomas explained that the Pinewood residents use 20 % of the water but are only paying for 11% of the cost.  The existing system is an old one and the new infrastructure will benefit all.  He estimates about $180.00 increase per year to the residents, this will bring the system up to par to be approved by the Department of Health.  They have met with the Board before to brainstorm ideas for a better alternative but to no avail.  Residents can expect another increase in 2021 when the next phase is completed.  

Teri Radke suggests both boards working together to fix the language of the contract and move forward from there.  Attorney Yorio agrees.  He suggests both boards meet to discuss the wording of the contract. Everyone needs to realize that the cost is what it is.

At 7:58 PM Councilman Morrongiello made the motion to adjourn.  Councilwoman Mullen seconded, all were in favor and the motion was carried.

These minutes respectfully submitted by:


Susan Edwards
Town Clerk


